Peptide derivatives as prodrugs.
The results quoted here suggest strongly that peptides as prodrugs are a real possibility for future forms of therapy. Pharmacokinetics and bioavailability are certainly altered by such modifications, usually in a positive sense. The possibilities in utilizing active transport permeases to direct drugs to the desired receptor are an obvious reality, and will undoubtedly lead to new methods for treating bacterial, fungal or even viral infections, and for improved ways of presenting anti-tumour agents. The number of patents appearing in this field is indicative of the interest shown in the pharmaceutical industry.